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Although tli- - ht- -t teh-graphio- ; re-

ports about the relations of China
vith France an not - prophetic of
actual war a- - oiutj prevbo:-- ; on-s- it
H evident Iroui the newspaper- - iv-eent- ly

to hand from China tliat the
Jovemment of t he (,'ele-- ti ai Ihnpire

is very much in earnest ahout its
rights iiiiil contemplates a war with
France as actually imminent. We
have hefon us translations of two
document-- ; which are highly interest-
ing both from their bearing upon this
matter and for the insight they give
as to the way in which preparations
for war are managed in China. These
documents are, a long memorial from
the President of the lioard of War
P'eDg Yu Lin to the Emperor, and
the reply of the latter. We give be-

low the Emperor's reply in full. The
memorial is too long to be re-produ- ced

in our columns. P'eng Yu Iin men-
tions in the course of it that he is sev-
enty years of age and the garrulity of
age is to be tseen even in this solemn
tate document. A fierce old man he

is though, as the following extract
from the memorial shows. After de-

scribing what he and others had done
in pursuance of the secret decree a
copy of which we lately published
P'eng Yu Lin goes on to say:

"Now with reference to the lighting be-

tween the French Barbarians and the An-nainit- es,

the Memorialist says that they
(the French) first thought the' woultl be
able- - to beat them as easily as spitting
upon their hands. From beating the Au-uamit- es

the next thing will be to contest
the country with Liu Jung-fu- . Liu Jung-l-u

being beaten, which can be clearly
foreseen, at the present moment, and
which may be likened to a goat breaking
his horns against a wall, the French will
then be looking for an opening in Kuang-txiB- g.

Now why should these Barbarian
forgetfull of reverence, thus act towards
oar Sacred Dynasty, whose benevolence
and justice is so complete ? Hence all
who have breath in them, with hair on
end and eyelashes bristling, are deter-
mined to fight sword in hand to avenge
the wrongs of their country. At this day
the minds of all men are bent upon the
idea of fighting, so that, if we still give
way to the French, what honour is there
left to our Empire ?''

After setting fortli what had been
done the memorialist proceeds to ex-

plain what ought to be done. He de-Hir- es

it to be understood that, although
he does not think much of the French
power, it nevertheless ought not to be
despised and so given an opportunity
for mischief. He says:

"It is the opinion also of the Memo-

rialist that the wealth and power of the
French, as compared with the Russians,
is far behind the latter. Last year, when
the Russians wished to go to war, if it had
not been that the Emperor had ordered
out his generals and prepared for hostili-
ties, the Russians would not have become
more peaceably disposed and consented to
a treaty. Now the French forces have re-

peatedly been defeated by Lin Jung-fu- ;
hence we can see what they really are.
Still, upon consideration, the French must
not be too lightly estimated, ami thus we
shall avoid being too confident of their
weakness. If we be neglectful of what is
important, where will the matter then end?
Hut if we assert our strength and show
our power, other countries will not dare to
look down the hearts of the Chinese. By
one effort we can then forever stand on our
own ground. 11

In a postscript to the Memorial
P'eng Yu Lin leaves details on one
side and goes into geueral considera-
tions arising out of the situation."
''Now among the twenty odd Treaty
nations amongst us" he says,

"the French alone have dan d to tn- -

roach upon Annaui: being tempted by
the copper mines on our borders they
hive corae near them for th" surpo-- e f

utilizing them. The other nations sim-

ply look on quietly, allowing the French
to make the first attempt upon China: but
tt.e result wid be th:it when they find
r...u.e pow rful and rich enough alone to

f-
-. l ull the advantages accruing there from,
L-- w lit doubtless be palou- - of tin
French, ami will not allow them to r ao
the sole .v.!vantag" if the expedition.
TLI- - us'.tlt will surely occur. At the

T'S-n- t tn:t!'il; it woutd appear that
i rai-.c-- e ias aeu i tan warlike i v ;Lrcuh
'ei .- - of e:rei::a-ta::- e. but the oth

km.w v. t !! en,.:. .!. a h- - r ult- -

s art . an-- i t u r
few. d h r lake h- - r own v

morlaiist th-i- t f. re pray - th.
Yam'!; - instruct- - d to

with the tweJ;tv . ."id Tr. .: :v !'..
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ing that commercial intercourse has gone
on between th- - several ountries I". r a

numb'-- r "i ye irs to the advantage I both
-- ides, and that by ob-- . rving treaty stipula-
tions the;-- has i: h.irm ari-ei- i; this i- - in
accordance- - with J nteinatio; 1 Law. But

with the :'iirlf i a II) I V e within
h'-r- . knowing pe-rteetl- well that Annan; is

a Tributary State to China, has acte.l on
the maxim of the strong oppressing the
weak, and, contrary to treaty, has sent
troops to that country. The Throne at an
early date desired to attend to the mutter,
but, unwilling to break up friendly rela-

tions, abstained. Rut the other day the
French messenger came up to Tientsin in
a gunboat and also had it large fleet of
men-of-w- ar up at Canton for the purpose
of spying out the countiy; upon which the
Emperor became greatly incensed and or-

dered his generals to come and prepare
for war, and march troops against the
French. Thi was a matter of necessity.
As to the rights and wrongs of the case,
all the other nations were perfectly aware
of them. With reference to the ships of
war and merchant-me- n, all things were to
be acted upon according to International
Law, so that not another nation will be
harmed.''

The Secret Imperial decree which
was issued as an answer to this me-

morial read as follows:
Kuan Hsii, mh Yeur, Juli Moon, :'.Oth Iay.

Since the Frenchmen have made a
treaty with Annam, they will surely at-

tempt to drive away the Liu Tuan, . e.
Black Flags, and are also possessed with
the sole idea of capturing Pei Ch'i. This
place is on the borders of Yunnan and
Ivuangsi. Hence we must not allow them
to do so. The Tsung-l- i has already sent
a dispatch to the French Minister, telling
him that Annam has for many years been
a tributary to China, and whenever there
has been a rebellion in that country, the
Chinese have in every reign sent troops to
suppress it. This is a well-kno- wn fact
among all nations. Now the French are
attempting to browbeat the Anuamites ;

how can we bear this, seeing that it is the
same as browbeating us? If the French
fight up to the place where the Chinese
troops are encamped, then, as a matter of
necessity, we must also fight them. There-
fore, if the French do come, then the
responsibility of the var will rest with
them.

The Liu Tuan, . e. lilack Flags, have
always been known to be brave and war-

like, and they are now at present encamped
in Shatsi west of the mountains. This
place is not far from Hanoi. We order,
therefore, Hsu Yen-hsue- h to tell Liu
Juug-i- n to hold that place with his troops,
so that mutual assistance may be rendered
on either side. They are also ordered not
to be idle, but to persevere continually in
their attempts against the enemy, Bac-nin- h

is a place held by our troops ; if the
French therefore attempt to attack Bac-nin- h,

the troops stationed there are com-

manded to use their utmost endeaxois to
prevent them, nor must the troops be
taken unawares. Tso Tsung-t'an- g on a
former occasion memorialized Us asking
that Wang Te-pan- g be ordered to lead
several Kuangtung regiments and encamp
on the borders of Yunnan and Kueichow,
also to collect subscriptions from Kuang-
tung for the purpose of provisioning the
said regiments. At that time We had al-

ready decreed ordering Tso Tsung-t'an- g

to wait for further orders, and that when
our next Decree came out he would then
be ordered to act. Just now the borders
of Kuangsi are in the most critical state ;

fearing, therefore, lest the troops at that
place may be too few, and hearing that
Wang Te-pa- ng has already raised further
regiments in Jung Chou, we order Tso
Tsung-t'an- g to command due Provincial
Treasurer (Wang Te-pan- g) to haste with
those troops beyond the borders of Kuang-
si and there encamp them, and also to
place hiuiselt and the said troops under
the orders of H-- ii Yen-hsio- h. As the
money necessary for the maintenance of
these troops might not be raised in time
ILL lHiU:uu.;. e cimei x s' j. - hail,- -i n ui, j

to prepare b.doi eh aml such moneys from
Kiang-na- n for that purpose, by doing
which there will be no defieiaucy in the
matter.

Ts en Yu-yin- g and others have memor-ialia-- d,

saying that the Yunnan troops
were already v.-.s-

t uf th-.- 1 mountain-- , i.t.
Shai:-- i. but that the -- ai 1 place was easy
of access to steamers, whos. shot could

t into the city, tnat it was a

tiiiiicv.lt matter t hold tia piac-- This
hi in.: near J'acidnh, it i- - 7H jesS.'a'V

t it -- trom-lv aiui o ooth sau-- s

.u b.
T'.rag Chiuna'. who i m command of

op. -- ho::?.; t mleavour to
form j !;.;:-- . ;' r tire b: -t. Bt;: this Ju-t"- ai

wit ho 'u our La- - : turned to the
l':- vim-ia- i M trop- !;-- -, t ictibg by this

m-.- a h io.-ii-.-ipli:- ..raong th-- ? troop--- , who

are thn.- - left without a h' ad. This act
his is a grave fault, a S m, rits severe pun-i-hn- n

nt. lie i- - her foi-- dt prived of his
butteui and rani:. I ut ; .iew--- to keep his
office, which vhl 1

. u, ned to him
sliouhl his future '.t. :ae anor warrant it.
If he. howevt r, -- till persist.-- in retiring,
then he will receive from T.'s the -- ever st
pu nishment.

The troops garrisoning Yunnan are few.
Fearing they will not be sufficient. We
command Fang Chiung and Ts'en Yu-vi- ng

to raise further regiments for that
purpose. These troops are to be raised
for the sole purpose of fighting the French
when they near our borders. We cannot
but be zealous in protecting ourselves.

With reference to neutrals of the other
nations who may be in the Treaty Ports,
as well as French merchants, these will
be protected by Us. This will prevent any
other kind of disturbances, If the French
persist in war by sending ships-of-w- ar to
China to fight, we must be prepared for
them beforehand ; We therefore command
Li Hung Chang, Tso Ssung-t'an- g, Chang
Shu-shen- g, Ni Wen-we- i, and Y'u K'uang
to hasten in their preparations for this
emergency, and in no wise to make anj
delay.

Tientsin, being the port nearest the cap-

ital, is a place of the utmost importance,
and Li Hung Chang, who has had the
charge of the Coast Defence for many
years, is therefore looked to for support
by Us and the whole Empire. So much
the more then should he be earnest in the
matter, and not endeavour to shirk his re-

sponsibilities. Let this Decree be sent
forward to all places by the couriers at
the rate of COO li a day. Respect this.

FOREIGN NEWS.

The latest news from China is not re-

assuring as far as the safety of foreigners
in China is concerned. We learn from
exchanges that the people at Canton were
delighted, on the arrival of Pang Yuk-Lu- n,,

with the idea that he was come to
drive out the foreigners. They are now
changing their tone. The recent procla-

mations have somewhat turned the cur-

rent of public opinion against him, and
expressions of discontent are circulated to
the effeet that he has come to protect for-

eigners.
Everyday the Englishman is insulted in

the streets of Canton with the foulest and

most abominable language, as well as
daily threatened with death, and yet noth-

ing is done,
The Chinese at Canton are busj-- taking

the heavy gun out of one of the alphabet-
ical gunboats and mounting it in one of

the Bogue forts. A formidable Krupp
gun replaces the monster cannon on the
gunboat.

A number of natives, suspected of hold-

ing themselves in readiness to rise in this
city the moment a French army besieged
Canton, and to deliver the city to the en-

emy, have been arrested. It is said that
they number 2,000, and were to be led by
a Frenchman; also that some firearms and
ammunition which were confiscated had
been supplied by the French.

The famine in Shantung is causing in-

tense suffering to thousands.
The constitution of Marine Courts of

Inquiry held in Japan is exciting some
attention. In three cases recently before
the Japanese Court three foreign masters
of Japauese vessels have had their certifi-

cates suspended, the Court exercising a
severity quite at variance with the facts
set out in the evidence.

Mr. Iwata, a capitalist of Nishinoyima,
has formed with some other wealthy people
to form a steamship company. They will
commence operations with a single vessel,
which is to cost S 10, 000.

It is considered certain that after the
capture of Racninh, China and France will
accept the mediation of America.

The insurgents in Egypt have rendered
the File below Duen impassible by sinking
boats in the channel.

The Spanish Ministers, having tendered
their resignations, King Alfonso has charg-
ed Seiior Canovas del Castillo with the
task of forming a new Cabinet.

The Rriti-- h government having protest-id- ,

the Chinese Lave stopped completing
the blockade of the Canton River.

The British Post Oilice has made new
and baiter arrangements for the forward-
ing of the American mail.

Prince Bismarck says England mu; set-ti- e

tin- - Egyptian muddle hers.lf.
M. Y.'athtiiJL'ton savs France will iir.--t

aeii i ve r oV-jec- t Tonquin b.foiv she
coraim la n gotiat ie:is with China.

Marque -- s Tseng has been called upon
by the French government to explain lan-traac- 'e

f mpiovcd bv him in a German re- -

view touching the relatioi.s of France and ,

China.
Two arrests were made in Madrid for '

dogging the royal carriage.
The commercial treaties with Spain are ;

favorably look, d upon by tiu-Madri- Min- - .

istry.
The liishop of Manchester was sustain-

ed in the (Queen's Bench for refusing to
induct a ritualistic cleiu'vman, !

Five Irishmen were arrested while at-

tacking a residence for the purpose of get-

ting arms.
A mock funeral for O'Deunell was held

at his birthplace, aud was largely attended
by the peasantry of Donegal.

The police of Paris are threatening a
general strike.

The President has sent a message to
Congress recommending an appropriation
for a Greely relief expedition.

Secretary Chandler has sent directions
to the commandant of the New Y'ork Navy
Yard regarding the reception of the re-

mains of De Long and party, which are
expected to reach New York about the
loth February.

The bill for the relief of Fitz John Por-
ter was considered in the House and Gen-
eral Slocum spoke in its favor.

A plan is under consideration to have
all pensions jaid from the Treasury,
thereby abolishing ail agents and agen-
cies.

The House passed the bill making an
appropriation for the Greely relief expe-

dition.
The Senate passed a resolution in-

structing the Foreign Relations Commit-
tee to inquire into the discrimination
against American products abroad and to
report such legislation as shall protect
American interests.

Senator Sewell reported a bill to in-

crease the annual appropriation for the
militia from $200,000 to $600,000.

The Commerce of the Pacific
Ocean.

Krom the American Register.

A new era is approaching and is near at
hand, when the ships and merchant
marine of Europeans will cross the Isth-
mus of Panama, saving many thousands
of miles of voyage, and reach the Pacific
Ocean to compete with the people of the
United States upon that rich field of trade,
enterprise and wealth. The Lesseps ship
canal is in rapid progress. Over forty
thousand hands are said to be at work at
it. It will be completed and in operation
in a few years, when the proud navies of
European nations will aspire to supremacy
on the Pacific. The United States has a
Pacific Coast of over a thousand miles to
defend. Leading naval officers of our
Government have been recommending for
many yeais a permanent foothold of the
United States on the Sandwich Islands,
as an outpost oi national defense. It is
the only one to be found, and yet our
Government has made only a mere tempo-
rary arrangement as yet with the authori-
ties at Honolulu. And some petty sugar
refineries and sugar producers have even
made war upon that, and insisted on the
abrogation of it.

Unless some permanent arrangement can
be made, by annexation or otherwise, for
the lasting foothold of our country on this
archipelago in the Pacific Ocean, tem-

porary arrangement will soon go by the
board after the ship canal across the
Isthmus shall have been completed. It is
a matter of public notoriety that both
England and France have at different
times, for many years, sought to get con-

trol of the Sandwich Islands, as the key
to the commeiee of this great ocean. Not
only does this cluster of islands furnish
our only outpost for national defense, buj
it is essential to the commerce of our
people with the populous countries of
Asia and the East Indies. Can the people
of the Unined States be so stupid as to
overlook such great advantages? YTe hope
not.

The supremacy of this country em the
Pacific Ocean, if maintained, must make it
before many years the center of the com-

mercial world, and remove The interna-
tional clearance-hous- e from London to
New York. This is the undoubted future
destiny of ur country if our people have
sufficient foresight and capacity to main-

tain the advantage.- - which nature has
placed in their hands.

Trtg Wilson, formeily aa honored and
respected pugilist, is now quietly pound-
ing leather in England, happy in laurels
won and the several thousand dollars ac-

cumulated iu America. He says Tie
had rather tap an oid boot than be licked
by the biggest man that ever fought under
Marquis ef Cranberry rules.

A Mysterious Ship.

i"o.m the San Kraiifi-.'oC.i!- !.

The new ship decks of the Union I: ,,e
Works, in process of construction : t the
Pertrt ro, were recently the scene of a dis-

covery of what may vet prove to be one
of California's greatest histoiieal antioui-ties- .

At a point mar the water t dge,
where a hill of rock, sixty feet "nigh, L:u!
been removed, and an excavation twentv
feet below its base had been made, three
objects resembling stumps of trees were
found. While the workmen were remov.
ing the earth and stone around the sup-
posed tree stumps, the attention of Mayor
Bartlett, who was visiting the works, was
called to them, and he, with Irving M.
Scott, procured a hatchet and removed
the crust that surrounded the stumps, aud
found them to be timbers of solid aud
well preserved oak, and probably the
masts of a vessel. This belief was
strengthened by the finding of square cop-
per rivets in the timber, such as were
used in shipbuilding over fifty years
ago. What the vessel was, and how
she came to be imbedded so firmly iu the
earth eighty feet below tho surface of the
hill side, are of course subjects of con-
jectures. It was at first thought that the
vessel might have been one of Sir Francis
Drake's tleet that visited the coast of Cal-

ifpmia nearly three hundred years ago
159G or possibly one of the ninny vessel.--

abandoned by the argonauts of a latter
date. But these theories were quickly
abandoned after an examination of the
copper spike, which gave indications oi
containing gold and silver, with which :t
was the custom of the Spanish to mix met-
als to increase their strength ami make
them less liable to break or snap under
a great strain or tension. The discovery
immediately gave rise to the opinion that
the mast could be none other than that oi
an old Spanish galleon, and that possibly
between the decks of her hull, lying buried
fifty feet below, would be found iron chest
and strong boxes loaded to the full with
Spanish doubloons and other treasure.
The excitement increased with the pros-
pect of the discovery. A more philosophi-
cal spirit, however, soon prevailed, and the
work of resurrecting the mysterious vessel
will be svstematicallv commenced.

Silver and Party.

fkoii the s. f. kxamixki:. j

It is gratifying to note that the mote in-

telligent and experienced men in Congress
are coming to consider the silver question
outside of the pale of party. It is not now
and ought never to be a party issue. It is
strictly one of business aud expediency.
There is no theory about it nothing in it
which can be settled by more declarations
of party conventions. The question if it
involves anything, embraces an economic
principle. It is simply to ascertain and lie-fin- e

the proper relation of silver money to
the currency. There are many Republi-
cans as well as Democrats, who believe
that both silver and gold should circulate,
auel that the lic standard i- - the
proper one for the currency. That the
great body of the people hold to this viev
there is no denving. The Committed oi.
Banking and Currency, in refusing to tol-

erate any proposition which interfere. with,
the piesent relations of silver to the curren-
cy, are not merely expressing a populu:
sentiment, but they are giving force and
emphasis to a popular demand. There is
neither s n:t nor reason in making silvei
money a perpetual bone of contention ir
Congress. The best possible solution o!
the question is to let it be as it is. The
business interests of the country are sati--fie- d

with it, and the whole theory of out
financial economy should not be over-
turned or unsettled for the ake tf a fev- -

rich men ami capitalists, who prefer to
see gold made the sole ami exclusive basis
of the currency. We have had enough of
that kind of agitation, and it is time :..:
it to end. The Examinki: is glad to m;t'-th- e

bold and honest stand made in the
Committee un Banking ami Currency, by
Republicans and Democrats alike, in dis-

countenancing any further agitation of the
silver question. It has been settled ih v.

satisfactory way to the people. iti.
good can come of le -- opening it.

Silver is the popular money of the cov:-trv- ,

and it will alwavs remain so.

Lotta has made a failure of h-- L a

appearance. Among other thing-th- at the
audience refu-e- d to accept was a burlevjuc
of one of Sankcy's revival songs, given by

the ihtle actress and her "leading :.::n."
A London aU'lie-ne- ha- - a trim -

it seems.

The unpleasant odor left in the IccaUh

after eating onions is entirely rouvvc-- by

a cup of strong coffee.


